Prayer

What does the bible say?

Matthew 6

    5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

    9"This, then, is how you should pray: 
   " 'Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
    10your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
    11Give us today our daily bread. 
    12Forgive us our debts, 
      as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
    13And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from the evil one.

 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

Luke 5

16But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

Genesis 32 (protection)

  9 Then Jacob prayed, "O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who said to me, 'Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,' 10 I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two groups. 11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 12 But you have said, 'I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.' "

1 Samuel 2

Hannah's Prayer 

    1 Then Hannah prayed and said: 
       "My heart rejoices in the LORD; 
       in the LORD my horn [a] is lifted high. 
       My mouth boasts over my enemies, 
       for I delight in your deliverance. 

    2 "There is no one holy [b] like the LORD; 
       there is no one besides you; 
       there is no Rock like our God. 

    3 "Do not keep talking so proudly 
       or let your mouth speak such arrogance, 
       for the LORD is a God who knows, 
       and by him deeds are weighed. 

    4 "The bows of the warriors are broken, 
       but those who stumbled are armed with strength. 

    5 Those who were full hire themselves out for food, 
       but those who were hungry hunger no more. 
       She who was barren has borne seven children, 
       but she who has had many sons pines away. 

    6 "The LORD brings death and makes alive; 
       he brings down to the grave [c] and raises up. 

    7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth; 
       he humbles and he exalts. 

    8 He raises the poor from the dust 
       and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
       he seats them with princes 
       and has them inherit a throne of honor. 
       "For the foundations of the earth are the LORD's; 
       upon them he has set the world. 

    9 He will guard the feet of his saints, 
       but the wicked will be silenced in darkness. 
       "It is not by strength that one prevails; 

    10 those who oppose the LORD will be shattered. 
       He will thunder against them from heaven; 
       the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. 
       "He will give strength to his king 
       and exalt the horn of his anointed." 
1 Kings 18


36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again."
Daniel 6


10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.
John 17

Jesus Prays for Himself 

    1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

    6"I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13"I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify[b] them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

Jesus Prays for All Believers 

    20"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24"Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 25"Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."
Acts 1

24Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs." 26Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.
